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Saturday Evening's Performance, __ 
The @rtie, with the Interlude of the Sultan, and the Melo- 
Drawa of Autts Sate. 


MRS. HANNAM’s ‘BENEFIT. 


THE severe indisposition of this Lady, we are confident, pre- 
vented her from having thie full measure of publi¢e approbation, 
in a bumping house—we undertand the receisits (lid not excec 
Fifty-five Pounds; the illness of Mrs. Hantam'having assamed a 
serious cast, Miss Williams, at a very shortndtice, undertook to 
read the part of Alexina,and acquitted herself ofthis toilsome, 
and generally speaking, very unsatisfactory task :most ereditably, 
The best public reader is Miss Macauley, celebrated at the Argyle 
Rooms, had Miss Williams been a diligent: pupil of that lady for 
years past, she could nat have given more satisfaction. 

The Exile is a showy and affecting Play, Mr. Arlan’s Daron, was 
a finished piece of acting, and assimulated strongly.to Mr. Young 
in the same character. ‘The Lnterlude of the Sultan, is a pleasing 
and lively thing of the kind, but when we have to epeak of the 
Melo-Drama, we wonder, in God's name, what could haveinduced 
Mrs Hannam to have chosen it, for of all the stapid productions 
we ever witnessed, this surpassed the whole—perhaps ‘Mrs. H. 
relied upon her favor with the public as an actress generally for 
patronage, if so she paida very ill compliment both to her friends 
and to her ‘own talents, by such a selection of pieces as were re- 
presented on Saturday Evening. 


PORTRAITURE OF THE DRAMA, No. 9. 


MRS. D. SMITH. 


Tuts Lady, (late Miss Gaskille), has been for some years past 
known to a Norwich audience as an actress of pleasing deport- 
ment, lively in manner, and as a singer, of no mean ability, in fact, 





such is the paucity of talent in thisnecessary accomplishment,that ...,; 
‘she may hebondidered the best we have in the female line—sheiis,. 


what may be termed, a most essential requisite in various depart. 
Zz 
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ments that could nét be easily sii the Manager ; her 








style of singing is in the gen id ish ballad, which, in our 
estimation, is the best iath >, Mt. D/Smith is a useful aux- 
iliary as a Choral Sivger Se ig q na 

trust, he will share-thespatrons 
ing benefit, more especially, 
whatever deficienc¥- 






tive of our city, we 
public on his approach- 


& ir “our readers, that 
made up by his brother; who 
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p his. Da , will be amply 

“4 iris considered an excel- 

Concert Singer in Londdoff, éve, is considered in the 

same light in Norwich, both by his professional brethren ama- 
teurs, and the public at large. 


——EEEEEee 
ALOULORW ASI,» 
tO 2k — 


The pointing finger, seems to sue 
Attention—or to rouse the 
The phark’d -tespect'that’s dlwaysdue, 
To Hamerron and Spouse. 
Friend of Omega,* can’st thou not 
~ See, where his truth find end ? 
Or probably thou hast forgot 
He's but a (meagre) friend ! 
Wit.iamson, thou art young, I guess— 
That thou art great I prize ; 
But still, | should not like thee less, 
- Did’st thou not! blink thine eyes. 
Where sense, and talent, are combined, 
How welcome should he be, 
Who please, so well? the public mind— 
Wuarron! Good health to thee! 
' Hapuison. 
To be continued. JOKEBY 





Monday Night’s Performance, 


The Musical Drama of Soringkt, a new Interlude, called the. 
os Secret, and For England Ro! 

Mr. Harrison who is well known for his musical abilities, had 
(considering the state of the city) his'sharé of publi¢ favour, the 
returns of ihe house being about £48. We cannot say much in 
praise of the feces that were acfed ; Zorinski is a Drama requiring 

reat musical talentto support it as it ought to be, and our readers 


now well énodugh without our ‘information the precious state to 
ahich this Phedtré' is’ reducéd in the départment to which we al- 
lude. In consequdtice of the indisposition of Mr Arlan, Mr. Balls 
took the-part of Madi, io Zorinski. Miss Phillips and Mrs, D. Smith 
were the only props which supported the play from the entire con- 
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demnation of the audience., The Inteslude of: the Secret ‘is'an’ 


amusing bagatelle; hereagain Mrs. Bradenelf'was wbtighd toe : 


the part of Mrs. Hannam, stil pals Uh AlipgSe fron position: 


The Farce, * For Kngland Ho!’ eonclud 
jiamson’s singing, Bocce | “ Soldier's Gratitude 2” the ad 
a t superior 


mirable acting o ers; Mr. Wilkinson; Mr, 
Nicholls, Mr. Bryan, and Mr. Stacey !!and the wivacity, archness, 


and playfulness of Miss Phillips!!! Me, Hamerton acquitted him- 


self in all his parts with considerable ability, 





To Omega, another would-be Critic, 





You may keep up the game 
Or ma: Anish the same, : 
care not the weight of a feather, 
For Quiz is the fool, 
And you are the tool, 
And we are fools and tools together. 


RIVERS. 





To the Editar of the Theatrical Observer, 


Sir,—As a Subscriber to r valuable publication, 1 presume, 
vill not deem it a liberty, when I complain of the bad i fricucitig? vty 


tained in your remarks, as Editor ; and likewise of sentences being inserted, whi 
your readers are obliged to guess at the sense of :—for instance, in the last 

after criticising Mrs. Brudenell’s performance of Imogine, you'sdy, “ Talk’ want 
af patronage indeed! The wonder is that any one, who és a judge’ of the and 
who have witnessed, &c” At the commencement of the #aine number, spi of 
Mr. Arlan’s benefit night, you say, “‘ we trust, that the 


public feeling which we witnessed on this occasion, malice and prejudice will die, 


&c.” The word ** after” inserted in this sentence, after ‘‘ that,” would make sense 
of it; otherwise it is sheer nonsense. I could point out various mistakes of the 
same kind ; but'these, 1 presnme will be quite sufhiciént, I trast you will not take 
it amiss that I complain of these things: had I séen them in your correspondents 
letters, I should not have been at all surprised, bat being contained in your own 


remarks, I am induced to ascribe them to the fault of the Printer, rather than to 


your want of judgment or ability insuch matters. Hoping’ that you will'use your 
endeavours to prevent a recurrence of such mistakes, I remain, 


Yours, &c. A, B.C, 


THE CASTIGATOR, NO. 1. 
Remarks by the Editor. 


Tus strict impartiality which hath ever guided us in the pursuit.of our ander. 
taking, cannot be more observable than in the insertion of the above letter in. the 
Theatrical Observer. Our Correspondent thinks it, no doubt, all very fine, and tho 
labor of the compilation of a work of this nature, not only very easy, but lu- 
ctative ;—he is‘mistaken,’other avocations occupy our time and tiioughts ; Fy 
that we had rong bee to do, but to confine our time and talents to Dramatic 
Criticisms alone, or bad the ambition to be thought as great asthe Author of Junius, 
and could afford to pay a ader in our office, 
occa, Whoever has read Conserrs 
tions oh the late Lord Castlereagh’s 
ment) in the House of Commons, and the 
at the close of a battle, will not cavil about & 
when objects of far ter interest and 
with us; we are paid itis true, for our labors, 
we are content with the pence alone, to” 
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with the credit whieh justly belong to us, for having the conragé, and constancy to 
unmask abures in the Norwich Theatre, which might have coutinued in existence 
until Doomsday, if we had not ey dipery We consider our learned triend’s sa- 
tirism, as having emanated from the desk of a city schoolmaster, as there is agoud 
deal of pedantry im his Letter, we are of course, obliged to him tor his correction, 
but requesthim in future, after this our reply, to reserve his rod fur those little boys 
who cantiot repeat théir Pater’ Noster and a. Beta, .. 


Toithe Editor of the Theatrical Observer. | * © 


Mr. Eprron.—A Party of gentlemen attended the’ Theatre on Mot 
day yrs: being on the beuefit night of a truly worthyanember ,6f the compatiy, 
Mr. Harrison, and as we consider the manager should be acquainted with the public 
opinion, on the performance of that evening ; we have tu request that you will kindly 
insert the following remarks-in_ your valuable production. The audience consider 
themselves treated with contempt in being obliged to witness constantly the most 
disgraceful acting, and Whilst it continues empty benches will Le the résult. On the 
night in question, the business of the stage was entirely neglected, and every jer 
former (with the exception of Mr. Sherwin, ole is always amusing, and generally 
correct) was most shamefully imperfet. “Miss. Phillips was, it, possibiéy more care. 
less than usual, and we would ask this, lady why slie omits those songs which are in- 
cidental to the pieces? Is ‘it too much trotible to study them, or does she not pos- 
sess the capacity ? she is a sorry substitute for Miss Cramer. Mrs Pradenell was 
again thrust on the boards in lien of Vrs Hannam, withoul any apology, awd the 
heavy figure and drawling tone of voice which Mra Rrudenell possesses are but little 
calculated for sucha line of acting. ‘There is one Lady whom we most sadly noite, 
and in Heaven’s name, why was she not retained ? we allude to Miss Lawr 
tor when we were permitted to gaze upou her elegant and faultless person, weak 
most forgave'the errors and imperfections of the stage: We have observed tliis young 
Lady is still.in, Norwich, and will we understand, shortly appear. at Drury Lane 
Theatre, were, personally unknown to her, bat heartily wish ber all possible sud 
cess, use we suspect she-has not experienced kind treatmen. 

Our Th cal, Season. is now approaching towards the closé, and we sincerely 
trast a .reformation will be effected, ’ere the period arrives for its re-ojren- 
ing, for present.mode of proceeding the Theatre Royal, Norwich, is degraded 
bereath the meanest Theatre in the Kingdom, ‘+ Let it/be amended altogether!” 
and we then shall gladly subscribe ourselves, 





Supporters of the Drama. 


Remarks by the Evitor. 


Wavery readily insert the above Letter, the sentiments it contains are our own. 
Why do.our correspondents say, “the Audience consider themselves treated with’ 
comes. &c?’’ It’s nosuch thing ; three parts out of four that compose a Norwich 
audience, either do not: know the meaning of the word ‘* contempt,” or are so stu- 
pidly sapine, and blinded to the faults of the performers, as to pass over such acting 
as would be hooted out of avillage barn ; a Horse Collar grin from Mr Sherwin, a 
ranting ronr'from Mr Balls, and a Song with a double meaning from Mr Baker, con- 
stitutes their felicity. The manager is cunning enough to know this, and therefore 
— accordingly=they are worthy of him, and he ot them, Itis with the re- 
ormation of the abuses of this Establishment, as it is that of a Government, let 
every one reform himself, and there is an end at once to public and private corrup- 
tion: ‘We have from the first nomber of our work despaired of effecting any mate- 
tial alteration for the better in this mismauaged company, because the fortress was 
too'welléntrenched and'defended to be carried by Coup demain. We belong to 
the Corp’ bf Sappers and Miners, our approaches are slow, but sure ; when we have 
laid 'the train, the voice ot public disapprobation will do the rest. We know that this 
Catapalta of the public press, is an engine of such mighty power, that when elevated 
by ‘the fulcrum of Truth’ and Justice, nothing on earth can long withstand its as 
saulfs;; ‘siipported as our work is, by the approbation of every noble-minded in- 
dividual, we will never lay down our arms, until we have crowned ourefforts with 
victory —we have no, private resentments to. gratify, no malice towards any indi- 
vidwal in’ the company, our cause is the cause of reform, and the support of the people, 


We have no Room for remarks to Correspondents. 
Printedyby P\Cranefield) Bethél street, Nofwich. 




















